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FROM THE FIRST FLOOR
Dear ZIS Community,

The final week of classes was a time of celebration for our graduating students as they
move from one program to the next.  Reception students and Year 6 students
commemorated their time in Early Years and the PYP, prepared now for their next steps. 
Year 11 students said farewell to the Middle Years Programme and set their focus on the
DP studies to come.  We also celebrated the ZIS Class of 2020 and I wish to again
congratulate them for all they have accomplished over the two years of rigorous Diploma
Programme studies.

These celebrations also provided opportunity to recognize the achievement of all students
through the end of year awards.  Congratulations to all of the award winners who were
recognized for their achievements through four types of awards: "Learning Excellence
Award", the "Learner Profile Award", the "Sportsmanship/Sportswomanship Award", and
the "Academic First Award".

Students in Secondary were divided into two groups for these awards, Years 7-9 and Years
10-12.  Congratulations to this year's award recipients named below in the Secondary
section of the newsletter.

Photographs from each of the ceremonies will be shared with families this week.

The celebration of the 2019-20 academic year empowers us for the year ahead.  Thank
you for being a part of our year and for your support throughout.  We are stronger having
faced the challenges together and are more equipped than ever to tackle whatever awaits
us in 2020-21.  To the families and staff who are departing, thank you for the many ways
you have contributed to our community.  We wish you all the very best in your next



adventures.  You are always welcome back.  I look forward to the new year ahead, wish
you all a safe and relaxing summer, and hope to see you Monday, August 24 for the first
day of classes.

Warm regards,

Andrew VanderMeulen
Head of School

Dear school community,

Coming Events:

Monday, July 6th
DP results published

Monday, August 3rd
Anticipated publishing date of MYP results

Monday, August 24th
First day of classes

 



This marks the end of the 2019-2020 school year, and what a year it has been. I tend to
choose a word that becomes my mantra or my theme at the beginning of each year. The
idea is focused around having a central word or theme to guide your actions in the coming
year. Words like peace, joy, and inspire have all been in my yearly bank of options.
However, it seemed apparent late this January that my 2020 word may need to change to
“embrace.” For me, this meant I needed to embrace the changes that were swiftly coming
my way, and learn from them. I learned this from my children, and from your children. They
thrived in the face of uncertainty. We can all learn from our children. None of us could have
predicted the challenges we faced, but I am so proud of the way our school community
handled it all. There will be many challenges our children will face in life. It’s how we
handle those challenges that makes all the difference. Thank you for embracing ZIS. I
hope you all have a chance to relax this summer spending quality time together outdoors,
and I look forward to seeing you all again this August.

Warmly,

Dr. Lana Staton
Head of Primary





Congratulations to the Class of 2020 and the Secondary Awards Recipients!



Years 7-9 Awards

Learning Excellence Awards
 
1. English language Literature - Hirad Hashemzadeh
2. Mandarin Language and Literature - Justin Liu
3. English Language Acquisition - Iris Guo , Toshihiro Kitta
4. Mandarin language Acquisition Hirad Hashemzadeh
5. Mathematics - Josephine Vogel
6. Science - Jason Chen
7. I and S - Felix Qu
8. Music - Ruby Sakai
9. Visual Arts - Sky Sui
10. Design - Melody Wahl
11. PE – Tim Zhao
 
Learner Profile Awards 

1. Knowledgeable - Felix Qu 
2. Inquirer - Josephine Vogel 
3. Thinker - Celine Li 
4. Balanced - Alice Lei 
5. Caring - Sky Sui
6. Communicator - Sebastian Corti
7. Principled- Justin Liu
8. Reflective - Ruby Sakai
9. Risk taker Matthew Lam 
10. Open Minded- Melody Wahl
 
Sports Awards

Boys - Sebastian Corti
Girls - Simone VanderMeulen (Y10)
 
Academic First Awards

1. Year 7 - Tianyuan Zhao and Celine Li
2. Year 8- Felix Qu
3. Year 9 Ryan Hui

Years 10-12 Awards

Learning Excellence Awards

1. English language Literature - Maxime Wahl 
2. Mandarin Language and Literature - Veronica Leong 
3. English Language Acquisition - Nadia Dai 
4. Mandarin Ab initio - Ella Althorpe 
5. Mathematics - Maxime Wahl
6. Science - Jenny Kong
7. I and S - Kris Leung



8. Visual Arts - Pedro Sanchez Pena
9. Design - Pedro Sanchez Pena
10. PHE – Maria Sanchez Pena
 
Learner Profile Awards 
 
1. Knowledgeable - Brite Yuan 
2. Inquirer - Nora Guo 
3. Thinker - Nora Guo and James Ennin 
4. Balanced - Ella Althorpe 
5. Caring - Maria Sanchez Pena 
6. Communicator - Pedro Sanchez Pena and Nora Guo 
7. Principled - Kris Leung 
8. Reflective - James Ennin 
9. Risk taker - Elena Pizzorno Knorr 
10. Open Minded - Simone VanderMeulen and Nadia Dai 
  
Academic First Awards
 
1. Year 10- Simone VanderMeulen and Nora Guo
2. Year 11 - James Ennin
3. Year 12 - Elena Pizzorno Knorr

Congratulations Students - you have accomplished so much this year!

The Academic First is awarded to the top
achieving student in the year group

considering all subjects of study.

The Learner Profile Award recognizes a
student's excellence with one of the ten

Learner Profile attributes.



One boy and one girl was selected from
all of Secondary for the Sportsmanship
and Sportswomanship Awards. These
recognize the student's participation,
leadership, and dedication in Sports.

Teachers in each subject group awarded a
Learning Excellence Award to a student

who demonstrates commitment, creativity,
and performance in that area over the

year.



Lunch Menus,
our food safety guidelines,
and past editions of
"The Banyan" Newsletter
are available
at zischina.com
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