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FROM THE FIRST FLOOR
Dear ZIS Community,
One of our school goals for the year is to capture the learning going on in classes and
representing it for all to see through classroom and hallway displays. This grew out of the
initiative of a team of staff who undertook professional development offered by Harvard’s
well known education research centre named “Project Zero”.
A tour of the school reveals many of the messages our students are being exposed to and
these artifacts help to capture the learning priorities and teaching philosophies in every
section of the school.
A tenminute walk through school is all it takes to encounter these, and much more:
“I will be a good friend”
Through play we express our feelings and ideas and come to new understandings.
Celebrations reflect cultures and traditions.
To have a happy and wonderful year, we promise to be caring, and principled, and to
work together each day.
My effort is paying off – mistakes help me to improve.
We will be respectful by offering encouraging words.
You have not really lived today until you have done something for someone who can
never repay you.
Reading is dreaming with your eyes open.
It takes ten thousand hours of deliberate practice to become an expert.
Some books are more equal than others… 100 must read novels for pupils
These ten quotes say volumes of the discussions and thinking happening across all years
of the school. Capturing these lessons for the purposes of display takes a great deal of
effort, so congratulations for the teaching team for reinforcing and promoting the messages
for all of us to reflect upon.
For those of you planning your summer, the first day of school for the coming academic
year is Monday, August 26, 2019. The rest of the calendar will be published shortly.

Warm regards,

Andrew VanderMeulen
Head of School

OPERATION SHOEBOX 2018
I'm sure you are all wondering just how many shoeboxes we filled to support the MECH
charity initiative. Louise Moore had hoped for 60 when she first introduced this campaign
to our staff and students. So, were we successful? YES!

132 shoeboxes filled
For 2 schools (Wuhua Primary School in Guangxi and a rural school in
Hubei)
Expected delivery: December 17
A huge thank you to the whole school community for making this a reality. We didn't just
meet our goal of 60, we more than doubled it!!!

UPCOMING EVENTS

Qi'ao Community Dinner
December 12
Christmas Celebration  9am until early
dismissal at 12:45
December 14

Hello ZIS Community! It’s been another great week in the PYP! Our students have been
busy working hard, having fun and learning new things as usual. There is also a holiday
excitement in the air! Our students are excited for next Friday’s Christmas celebration.
This Friday morning they spent time decorating their classroom doors in the hope that their
class will win our annual ‘Christmas Door Decoration’ contest.
Our students have also been learning about some of the important aspects of holidays,
specifically the tradition of giving to those who are less fortunate. This year we are very
proud of our Year 6 teacher Ms. Louise, as she has taken it upon herself to organize a
charity drive called Operation Shoebox in coordination with the MECH charity. This
operation asks people to fill a shoebox full of fun and useful items for young boys and girls
in Guangxi Province who have very little. These boxes will be delivered to less fortunate
boys and girls to help brighten up their holidays. Thank you so much to all the parents who
have participated in this event! It is always wonderful to help others, and for our students
to learn the importance of charity and giving.
Thanks for reading and have a great weekend everyone!
Best, Regards,
Jordan Rose
Head of Primary & Early Years

Dear Students and Parents,
This week marks the beginning our our Mock Examination period for Years 11, 12 and 13.
We have mocks to ensure students get a 'practice run' at their formal examinations. Apart
from the obvious organisation things like bringing the correct pens and pencils, ensuring
your calculator is charged and working correctly, there are examtaking strategies that
students can employ to lessen stress, ensure accuracy in reading questions and planing
out an answer.
For Year 12, this is the first of three mocks and their grades are simply a part of the normal
swathe of assessments for the year.
For Year 11 and 13, this is the one and only practice run for the real exams in May and will
contribute to their predicted grades.
Students were asked to share their timetable with parents so that study schedules could be
negotiated collaboratively. It is good to know when family dinners or evenings out may
impact an exam the next day.
As is the usual part of examinations, there are day where the students do not have an
exam. On these days, students are able to come to school and study or stay at home and
study  the choice is given to them. This is part of the responsibility of managing time and
resources.
Please ensure that if the study day is at home, the office is notified in the usual way.
We wish all Year 11, 12 and 13 students the very best with their exams.
We are creeping closer to the Christmas break and as we do, Secondary teachers turn
their focus to report writing. Semester reports for all secondary students will be uploaded

on the 25th January. Parents can access these reports through the student login and
password. A reminder letter will be sent in the last week before the Chinese New Year
Break. Parents will receive a letter about Parent/Teacher Interviews at the same time. This
is in the calendar for 25th February and will include Year 7 to Year 13. It is a pupil free day
for those not attending the interviews.
Warmest Regards
Vanessa Leah
Head of Secondary

SPEECH THERAPY
This week we had a visitor on campus from LIH Olivia's Place, an organization in
Shenzhen that specializes in all kinds of educational support. A few months ago we
shared what Olivia's Place offers through their centre. They are also able to come to
schools to do the following:
Speech Therapy Screenings
Weschler Intelligence Testing
Psychoeducational Assessment
All three of these types of onsite evaluations can give both parents and teachers the
information needed to unlock the potential in a child who is struggling or not meeting
expectations.
When working with English as an Additional Language (EAL) it is sometimes hard to
determine if a child is finding it hard to flourish because of their English level, or because
the student needs more support with their speech development.
The LIH Olivia's Place website offers this advice to parents: "It is ideal for parents,
therapists, and educators to work together and discuss the techniques that will be effective
for each child. There are many strategies that can be incorporated into a child’s daily
routine to boost their speech and language skills."
Here are some tips offered Sophia Guarracino, SpeechLanguage Pathologist to support
children who are struggling with speech development. These tips are to support proper
grammar and sentence structure. "If the child says something incorrectly, repeat it for
them correctly in a natural way. Be sensitive about not calling negative attention to their
language. For example, if the child says “I goed to the store.” You’d say, “Oh, you went to
the store.” When working with the child individually with written or oral language, repeat
the error and ask the child how the sentence sounds. For example, if the child says or
writes, “I goed to the store.” You say, “I goed to the store? Does that sound right?” If the
child is unable to correct it, give them a choice. For example, “Which sounds better, ‘I goed
to the store.’ or ‘I went to the store.’?”"
To support vocabulary development, Sophia Guarracino suggests, "When possible, pair a
picture with the vocabulary words. When vocabulary is abstract and pictures are not
available, try to relate the words to a personal experience to which students can relate.
Place words and definitions on note cards. Use the cards to play games such as matching
or memory."

As a school, we are very fortunate to have a this resource so close by. Want to learn
more? Visit their website @ www.oliviasplace.org.
“Speech-Language.” LIH Olivia's Place, Olivia’s Place, 7 Sep. 2013,
www.oliviasplace.org/category/speech-language/.
Mirjam Berhguis
Head of Learning Services
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