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FROM THE FIRST FLOOR
Dear ZIS Community,

Over these past few weeks we have been so fortunate to welcome back waves of Primary
students.  First the students in Years 5 and 6 joined the rest of Secondary.  Next the Year
2, 3, and 4 students made their arrival.  Next week we welcome the return of the Year 1
students and the Early Years students.

How these wonderful young learners have demonstrated their resilience!  They've stepped
back in the classroom eager to carry on the lessons from the many weeks of distance
learning. Their return injected joy and energy to the Primary hallways and classrooms once
again.  For our families still outside of Zhuhai, online lessons continue... we are ready to
welcome you back!

There are exciting weeks ahead for our Primary and Early Years students.  While the
Secondary students work through exam week in the first days of June, preparations are
underway for Spirit Week, a House Competition, Transition Days, and of course the PYP
Exhibition.

Our Year 6 students began their PYP Exhibition early in the days of distance learning. 
They have integrated technology in their plans like never before and we are very excited to
share in their learning on June 12.  This culminating activity of the PYP celebrates the
many skills they have gained over their Primary studies and acts as an academic and
personal challenge as they prepare for the coming year in the IB Middle Years
Programme.  Pursuing topics of their own interest and collaborating with like-minded peers
with the assistance of a staff mentor and the support of parents, these projects never fail to
impress.  You can look forward to more stories on this big event soon!



Welcome back Primary - we are overjoyed to have you all back on campus!

Warm regards,

Andrew VanderMeulen
Head of School

Summer Camp registration is open – scan the QR Code:



Please write
summercamp@zischina.com for
more information.

Secondary students are invited to
apply to apply to join as Camp
Counsellors.  Write to the email
above to learn more.
 
Cost - 6500 RMB for two weeks and
3500 RMB for one week.

We are pleased to offer ZIS families
a 50% discount on the camp fees,
which includes transport on
designated bus lines (Huafa, Jida, Zhongshan, and Tangjia – dependant on
demand), snacks and lunch, plus all camp related activities.
 

- ZIS SUMMER CAMP 2020 -



Dear school community,
 
As we look ahead to welcome all of EY and Primary back to campus next week, I want to
highlight a few items that are on our calendar for the remainder of the year.
 
June 12 - PYP Exhibition
This year the celebration of our Year 6 PYP Exhibition will have a very different look. On
Friday 12th June our in-house school community will be able to participate in presentations
given by our Year 6 students. They will interact with them to support the final element of
the exhibition process. For those who are unable to attend campus, there will be the
opportunity to watch online video presentations made by all of our Year 6 students,
presenting the hard work and dedication they have put into their exhibition studies. Details
about access to these videos will be sent nearer the time. The students are still hard at
work completing the final touches for their final piece of PYP work. It’s been a long journey

Coming Events:

Week of June 1
Secondary Exam Week

Tuesday, June 2
Early Years and Year 1 Return to Campus

Friday, June 12
PYP Exhibition

June 15 and 16
Year 6 visit ZIS Secondary

Wednesday, June 17*
Secondary Awards and Year 13 Graduation 

Thursday, June 18*
Primary Awards

Friday, June 19th
Report Cards Published

 



and we look forward to celebrating their success.
 
June 15 - Move Up!
On Monday, June 15th each class will get the opportunity to “move up” to the next year
level for the morning. They will get to learn all about what to expect in their new class this
coming fall. Year 6 students will spend two days (June 15 and June 16) in the MYP as they
get ready for their transition.
 
June 18 - Primary Awards
You may have noticed a Primary Awards Day on the calendar for June 18. As we are
required to limit large gatherings, we are unable to accommodate all primary parents on
campus for our awards day. We typically combine awards day with a graduation ceremony
for our Early Years Reception students who are moving up to the PYP, and our Year 6
students who are moving up to the MYP. In order to allow Reception and Year 6 parents to
view their children’s ceremonies, we will hold 2 smaller ceremonies that will allow room for
those two groups of parents only. Parents of Reception students and parents of Year 6
students will be welcomed to campus during their child’s designated ceremony time. All
other primary students who receive awards will have their pictures taken and we will share
those photos with their parents.

The Reception graduation ceremony will take place on June 18th at 9:00 a.m.
The Year 6 graduation ceremony will take place on June 18th at 2:50 p.m. 

Parents of Reception and Year 6 students will be required to show a green health code and
wear a mask while on campus.

June 19 - Early Dismissal & Reports
Finally, June 19th is an early dismissal day (12:45pm departure). Reports will be emailed
home that day.
 
We are very much looking forward to welcoming our Early Years and Year 1 students back
next week.

Warmly,

Dr. Lana Staton

Head of Primary

Ms. Swan brings Chinese language
learning to life with her PYP students.



Gathered in the Foyer the students
prepare for their next challenge.

 

Lunch time looks and feels a little bit
different than usual...

The PYP Exhibition takes hours of
careful research and generates so many

essential questions!

Dear students and parents, 

This week started with lots of smiles from the students and very positively. Students are
settling back in and ready for the end of semester. With exams around the corner here are
some exam study tips for your Language studies. Four things to do before an exam are:
practice the 3-minute answer plan (on longer responses), practice writing effective first
paragraphs, use adjectives to accompany your use of nouns and don’t make more than six
major points. 

Here are just some of the activities Year 8 students are doing in the week prior to End of
Year exams. On Thursday Years 7 and 8 in Chinese Mandarin Phases 3 and 4 are being



tested on their Use of language in spoken and/or written form (Criterion D) by writing
about A trip to the countryside. In I&S, because some students are off-campus students
the class is holding an online class session on Unit 4 - How have innovations and ideas
changed the world? 

In Year 11 PHE students are being guided in how to answer these questions: What forms
of technology have been used to enhance health and performance? Why is innovation
important to improve health and performance? and When does performance enhancement
become cheating? These are interesting questions they need to navigate or find an answer
to, preferably both. Those Year 11 students opting for Visual Arts have just completed a
piece of artwork where they were guided in exploring two different mediums for example a
painting and a lino block print. They explored the different effects, different styles, and the
different techniques involved. After choosing one as the final piece of work they then had to
explain why it was their more effective piece. 

Year 13 students - you are nearly ready to graduate from ZIS on the afternoon of 17 June!
You have started saying goodbye to us in different ways. Ms Amanda held a party in her
room for you on your final day at school. Mr Andrew is organising your farewell dinner
venue at The Little Eve in Ning Xi Square on Friday 5 June. Here I will say that leaving ZIS
probably marks the start of living away from your parents.  Use you use your freedom well.
When you succeed, enjoy the moments, and share them with others. When you make
mistakes or have bad luck, be kind to yourself and adopt a growth mindset.

As Nelson Mandela once said: I never lose. I either win or I learn. All the best as you
continue your lives away from Zhuhai and visit us soon. 

Kind regards,

Micheal Coffey
Head of Secondary

Dear Secondary Students

With exam week approaching you're likely sensing a building sense of pressure.

It's completely natural!  Just remember that you've been preparing for exams all year long!

As you've been studying, you've not been learning for the first time - you're reminding your
brain of all the things you've been doing in your subjects...  Trust yourself!

Here are 8 suggestions to help you prepare for the big week:

1. STAY ORGANIZED
Prioritize key topics and areas where you feel you need the most review.



2. STICK TO YOUR SCHEDULE
Stay on track with the best review plan and set goals for yourself.

3. PRACTICE
Simulate an exam environment and try some questions you have not ever attempted
before.  Go through past tests and quizzes to predict questions that might show up on the
exam.

4. GET ENOUGH SLEEP
Sleep = Performance.  Lack of sleep = distress, a fatigued brain, and low energy.

5. EAT REGULARLY
Don't sacrifice your nutrition for the sake of an extra half hour of studying.

6. VISUALIZE YOUR SUCCESS
Trust yourself, picture yourself completing the exam with confidence.

7. BE BALANCED
Exercise, be social, take breaks, collaborate - a balanced approach is always the best way
forward.

8. DEVELOP YOUR STUDY STRATEGIES
Experiment with you study strategies - keep discovering what works best for you.

Good luck next week students!

Warm regards,

Mirjam Berghuis
Head of Learning Services



Lunch Menus,
our food safety guidelines,
and past editions of
"The Banyan" Newsletter
are available
at zischina.com
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