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FROM THE FIRST FLOOR
Dear ZIS Community,

We welcomed officials from the local Education Bureau this week for an inspection of our
preparations for the reopening of campus. We were commended for our level of
organization which was welcome feedback. Full credit to the members of the team who are
gathering the materials, finalizing the protocols, and carrying out the labor of cleaning and
disinfecting. We will continue to work closely with the Bureau as we anticipate the
announcement for the reopening of campus.

The home-school partnership is always an important relationship in normal circumstances. 
It is especially vital in our new circumstances, and so please feel encouraged  to remain in
contact with classroom and subject teachers as you support your learners at home.   We
wish to provide you another avenue to share your feedback as well and invite you to
complete this online survey.  It is designed to provide us with insights into your experiences
at home and also allows you to share specific feedback on your child's learning.  Your
responses will be shared with the relevant teachers and teams and will help to shape our
development of online learning.

The bilingual survey can be found here:
https://freeonlinesurveys.com/s/87DWDuat

This week we saw the students taking on even more challenges at home, including:

a House Challenge in Primary where students created a rat in their house colour
using only household items.
the trialing of Office Teams in select Secondary classes to support live conferencing
the further use of online learning games to add some sport to the new skills



students using household objects to create and mix beats for Music class
a wide range of Chinese learning videos emphasizing listening and pronunciation
and the read aloud videos being produced from the Library (see Mr. Alan's article
below)
ongoing use of a variety of mediums to share, comment, and question.

Please do take the opportunity to share your insights from home through the survey to help
us to make informed decisions as we refine our online learning provision.  Thank you as
always for your support.

As we were reminded earlier this week by the Deputy Director-General of the Health
Commission of Guangdong Province, we are at a "critical stage" in the present public
health emergency.  Continue to take care at home and I wish safe and healthy travels to
those of you who are on the move.

Warm regards,

Andrew VanderMeulen
Head of School

Dear school community,

As we are now nearly a month into our digital learning at home, I know many of us are
finding ways to embrace our “new normal,” while hoping for our return to our “old normal.” I
was sent an article this week by the International School Counselor Association about
coping strategies for us during this time. Below is a small part of their article that I found
quite helpful:

“When anyone has change or uncertainty this can create some levels of worry or anxiety.
When this occurs, it is important to use positive coping strategies to manage those
emotions. As every person is different, so too are our coping strategies. Regardless, it is
important to practice positive strategies to calm down or modify our thinking to improve our
outlook and overall well-being. Coping strategies can include: positive self-talk, singing,
dancing, reading, drawing, music, Netflix/movies, create a gratitude list, meditation, yoga,
coloring, exercise, cooking/baking, talking to a friend or family member, or doing other
activities that are fun or give you joy and make you feel good.”

When I read that, one of the first things that came to mind were the pool of activities our
specialist teachers have put together for our EY and PYP students on Seesaw. There’s
been a great combination of physical, musical, and artistic activities that have provided
students both learning opportunities and tools to enhance their well-being. Our students
have taken up the challenges quite well, and I continue to be impressed. Take a look at
some of the incredible student work from this week below. Remember, we are all here to
help each other during this time, so feel free to reach out with any questions.

 



Warmly,
Dr. Lana Staton

Head of Primary

A reception student made
a rat from a pinecone as
part of this week’s house
challenge!

A year 3 student made
this cat in response to an

art activity this week.

 
A student in year 6
composing music!

 



Finally, a student in year 4
created this acrostic poem

that offers sound advice
for us all!

Dear students and parents, 

We have been busy in secondary this semester. Synchronous meetings, also called
webinars or conferences, have been trialled and this week we piloted one called Microsoft
Teams. Starting next week students will have around one online meeting a day in one
subject to support the excellent learning that is going on.  

The school and the IB are in constant communication to ensure that our students are
affected the least given our current conditions. It is important for students to tell their
subject teachers and homeroom teachers if they are having any particular difficulties with
their learning on the day that they experience difficulty. This is especially so for Y11 and 13
students. 

Safety is our greatest priority, so we are preparing to make the return to campus secure
and seamless for each one of our students. This ranges from programmes that include
general advice on hygiene to cleaning and disinfection procedures and posters raising
awareness of prevention and control of disease. We are also developing special
programmes for any students who have fallen behind because of the amount of online
instruction.

All the best for now,

Micheal Coffey
Head of Secondary



 
Library Alive!
A love of reading sets the foundation for us all as lifelong learners.  Kamand Kojouri
reminds us of the power of literature when she said, “Oh, how scary and wonderful it is that
words can change our lives simply by being next to each other.”  Helping to keep our
passion for reading alive, our Teacher-Librarian Mr. Alan shares how he has adapted to
remote-learning:

As a librarian, the quick shift to online lessons challenged how I conduct story time during
library time and the continuation of library lessons in support of classroom teachers. Each
week there have been new challenges, leading to new opportunities. Both teachers and
students are learning by doing. I have refreshed/relearned existing digital skills as well as
new ones: compressing and editing video, creating screen casts, creating green screen
read alouds, learning new platforms for synchronous and asynchronous learning through
Microsoft Teams etc.

This month Nursery and Reception students have been watching green screen read aloud
stories each week. Years 1&2 have been exploring the topic of "matter" through stories as
well as observing and drawing connections in their home environments. Years 3&4 have
been exploring the pull force of gravity in space and on planets by creating primary source
documents with their space journals. Year 5&6 increased their visual vocabulary through
doodlenotes/sketchnotes on news articles, and soon research projects, and exhibition for
Year 6. I have observed good work by students and even though we are separated by
distance, we are not separated in sharing our ideas and continual learning.

Mr. Alan Barbee
Head Teacher-Librarian

 

Mr. Alan Using Green
Screen to share a book
through video.

How does your afternoon
compare with Alston's?



What does your space
journal look like? Here's
Julia's!

These doodlenotes share
a story!

Lunch Menus,



our food safety guidelines,
and past editions of
"The Banyan" Newsletter
are available
at zischina.com
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