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FROM THE FIRST FLOOR
Dear ZIS Community,

I want to commend our teaching staff for the ingenuity and dedication they’ve demonstrated in
these first weeks of remote learning.  They responded quickly to the new challenges and continue
to collaborate behind the scenes to support each other and their students. Their professionalism
and commitment to maintaining our school’s mission and philosophy, focused on student learning,
has been second to none.

From the very outset we set our goals for student learning across Early Years, Primary, and
Secondary:

1. To ensure continuity of learning: remain on track with skills and knowledge development.
2. To design rich and engaging learning experiences using online subscriptions and tools to

full their extent.
3. To promote a balanced day reflecting a regular day on campus.
4. To communicate and feedback early and consistently.
5. To sustain an holistic approach to teaching and learning.

Our students should also be commended for their 21st century abilities.  Open-Minded, Creative,
Flexible, Adaptable - they are perhaps the best equipped out of all of us to make the most of a
more tech based learning environment.  Looking at the samples of work being uploaded, the
discussion forums connecting students and teachers, and witnessing their resolve and self-
management skills in practice, these students impress over and over. They will need our
continued encouragement to remain motivated, but working together with clear goals and
purpose, I have full confidence our learners will continue to shine.

Your support at home is a vital element to the learning experience and thank you for all for
working with us to sustain our focus on a student-centred, inquiry-driven, and concept-focused
learning for our students.



Last week you read about the approaches being taken by the EY and Primary section and this
week our newsletter focuses on the work that's been taking place in Secondary.

Be well and I wish you all the best in the week ahead.  I will continue to share updates with you as
information becomes available.

Warm regards,

Andrew VanderMeulen
Head of School

Dear student and parent,
 
Three weeks ago we started online learning and teaching. From the outset, we have been
determined to count on our strengths: continue using ManageBac and School email, while
reinforcing the technologies we have already been using and where students are best
equipped.
 
Nevertheless it turns out, unsurprisingly, that we have many learners and risk-takers within
our community! They have been busy trialling and implementing novel ways of showing,
communicating, discussing and conveying concepts, information and case studies. Like
those who strive to improve the quality of our digital school, you too are invited to explore
how digital platforms shared at ZIS can enhance learning. 
 
Sharing will get us far. If you find the software useful, and want to continue learning from
others at ZIS, then collaborate in ways that further our inquiry learning as a group of
people in our subjects. Classes are small communities, but so are friends, House buddies
and subject friends. We learn from people as much as we learn from books and websites.
 
A big thank you goes out to those teachers who model collaboration in order to increase
the professional capital among teachers and the learning capacity of each one of us in our
school community. 

Year 7 Mathematics
Geometry Investigation

 



 
Year 9 Study of Natural

Forces

Year 7 Science
Introduction to "Matter"



Year 10 Visual Arts
research on "Kinetic

Models"

Further samples of technology usage reveals the range of tools in use:
 
In Music, for example, students' work is monitored in real time (synchronous
communication) by using Microsoft OneNote. A couple of websites of choice that music
students use are www.musictheory.net for access to musical theory and
www.tonedear.com for training the ear in areas such as tone, timbre, pitch ...  
 
Students in Science are using Padlet on top of ManageBac to build small groups for near-
synchronous communication. This week they are starting to use Khan Academy videos.
This site is really good at communicating concepts in the Sciences as well as Maths.
 
Zoom conferences are currently being used in some English classes because on top of the
regular video chat, there is a whiteboard facility that enhances student’s understanding of
the key ideas. Students can edit these Whiteboard comments as well. A number of
students are embarking on an independent reading-training microsite on readtheory.org
which the teachers can monitor. Similar to MAP testing software, it only provides questions
to students slightly above their current level of reading accuracy.
 
For Maths classes, students are being shown a wide range of portals ranging
from Desmos to Geogebra Graphing Calculator, Khan Academy, and other teacher-crafted
videos. 
 
In Physics and MYP Sciences, students still have access to virtual labs by logging in



on PhET. Again, screencasts are being produced in this subject area to enhance delivery
of the subject content and make instruction more efficient. 
 
Design students are accessing Tinkercad. virtual classes have been set up and the
projects can be monitored remotely. 
 
The only caveat with all of the above is that some websites, such as PhET, require a Java
installation and update which not all students can manage by themselves. Security, Privacy
and Websites settings need to be carefully managed by all users whatever browser they
are using!
 
No School online learning bulletin is complete without mentioning our virtual libraries. We
have free access to Project Gutenberg - a library of over 60,000 free eBooks. Formats
available include epub, and Kindle eBooks and this site is the biggest, oldest of the online
libraries I know, predating Copernicus2000! It contains all the literary classics. An app to
convert book formats is Calibre.
 
We have an array of resources we already subscribe to such as the Science Quest 7 / 8 / 9
/ 10 online textbooks, a subscription to InThinking for various subjects and teacher-
uploaded text books to ManageBac to support student research - Maths has uploaded to
the Files tab, for instance. 
 
This is the start. We are currently seeking ways to broaden and make more enjoyable the
process of online learning. Whether the quarantine period extends into March or not I
would like to emphasise that any further developments in the online learning arena will not
occur at the expense of our students’ wellbeing. This is as much about pacing ourselves,
managing our time and our state of wellbeing as it is about learning new content,
consolidating it and translating it into real-life situations in ethical ways and sustainable
ways.
 
Lulls come our way - but they are just that, solitary dips in a longer journey of learning that
has not changed course since the  academic year started. Watch a good film, do exercise,
have long chat with a good friend, lie in. Then carry on and enjoy the journey. Teachers will
show you flexibility if you communicate the current situation you find yourself in. And keep
up the good work! We are adapting formidably to the new way of learning and teaching. 

List of current online platforms being used
www.khanacademy.org - best for maths and sciences, but starting Language Arts also
www.musictheory.net useful for exercises
www.tonedear.com ear training exercises
Padlet.com - asynchronous communications within groups
Readtheory.org - good for developing reading skills
Quizlet - online quiz site
Kahoot - online quiz site
Zoom - for teleconferencing
 Desmos - free Maths online learning site
Geogebra Graphing Calculator - self-describing
PhET - physics simulations web site
Tinkercad - online design programme
Screencast-o-matic - self-describing



ShowMe - screencasting online
https://www.gutenberg.org/catalog/ - online library
www.read.gov - Library of Congress
Calibre app

I wish you all a safe and healthy week ahead. 

Best regards,

Micheal Coffey
Head of Secondary



WTO Guidance 
 
Helping children cope with stress during the 2019-nCoV outbreak

2019-nCov
 
1.Children may respond to stress in different ways such as being more clingy, anxious,
withdrawing, angry or agitated, bedwetting etc. Respond to your child’s reactions in a



supportive way, listen to their concerns and give them extra love and attention.

 
2. Children need adults’ love and attention during difficult times. Give them extra time and
attention. Remember to listen to your children, speak kindly and reasure them. If possible,
make opportunities for the child to play and relax.

 
3. Try and keep children close to their parents and family and avoid separating children
and their caregivers to the extent possible. If separation occurs (e.g. hospitalization)
ensure regular contact (e.g. via phone) and re-assurance

 
4. Keep to regular routines and schedules as much as possible, or help create new ones in
a new environment, including school/learning as well as time for safely playing and
relaxing.

/
 
5. Provide facts about what has happened, explain what is going on now and give them
clear information about how to reduce their risk of being infected by the disease in words
that they can understand depending on their age. This also includes providing information
about what could happen in a re-assuring way (e.g. a family member and/or the child may
start not feeling well and may have to go to the hospital for some time so doctors can help
them feel better).

/

Lunch Menus,
our food safety guidelines,
and past editions of
"The Banyan" Newsletter
are available
at zischina.com
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