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FROM THE FIRST FLOOR
Dear ZIS Community,
Welcome back for the first week of classes  I trust everyone had a festive holiday.
We enjoyed a successful Open Day this Friday – thank you for helping to spread the news
with the community. The morning provided the opportunity to share an introduction to our
IB programmes and our campus with prospective families. Our students were wonderful
ambassadors as usual, demonstrating their engagement and confidence at every turn.
This week we welcomed two new members to the ZIS community. Ms. Vanessa Younger
joins the Primary teaching team and will be leading Year 6. Thomas Beasley arrives for
the rest of the semester, spending part of his gap year with us after graduating from the
Ryde School in the UK. Our partnership with the Ryde School allows our students the
opportunity to experience the Isle of Wight as well – learn more by contacting the School
Office.
Please note that the date for Conferences has been changed to Tuesday, February 26.
Letters and sign up forms arrive home this week. Many of our teachers will be attending IB
workshops during the original date. Please be reminded that there are no classes
scheduled this day.
Note as well that date for the College Counselling is also moved to February 26. Parents
curious to learn about how we support our students in their university applications are
invited to join Ms. Mirjam Berghuis from 1212:45pm.
Warm regards,

Andrew VanderMeulen
Head of School

UPCOMING EVENTS
ParentTeacher Conferences
February 26
ParentTeacher Conferences
February 26
College Counselling Presentation
February 26 (12:0012:45)
Photo Days: Portraits and Class Pictures
February 28 & March 1
BOOK WEEK!
March 49
Visiting Author: Gail Clarke
March 1415
BOB: Chinese
March 19

'Dear ZIS Community, I hope you had a wonderful Spring Festival holiday time. I also hope
you were able to join us for our Chinese New Celebration just before the break. We were
all very proud of the efforts of our students, as they put on a fantastic performance that
celebrated lots of fun aspects of popular Chinese culture. Thanks go to Ms. Lin, Ms.
Pieternel Senff and all of her amazing Chinese teaching staff for helping the students put
together such an amazing show!!
Our students were all very happy to be back at school this week. In the PYP and Early
Years we are excited for the start of the 2nd Semester. There are so many exciting things
in the works for the months ahead. Book Week, Battle of the Books, Sports Day, Year 6
Exhibition, and lots of House Challenges and Assemblies are just some of the events our
students can look forward to.
Here's to the 2nd Semester being even better than the 1st. Have a great weekend and
thanks for reading!
Best regards,
Jordan Rose
Head of Primary & Early Years

The Importance of Not Stepping In...
I was speaking with Ms Mirjam just today about the ongoing production activities and how I
am so impressed with the way she and Pieternel run the sessions. They are chaotic and
full of activity and very teacher “handsff” and yet the students move through many
processes, grow, stretch themselves and ultimately walk away exhausted but happy with
what they have achieved. They have been uncomfortable, loud, withdrawn, quiet, excited
and scared and this is just in 45minutes! If Mirjam or Peiternel has worried about the noise
or the chaos or the time spent moving through a particular phase, the students perhaps
would not have gained so much and perhaps not have come away with the same sense of
accomplishment.
It reminded me of a wonderful quote I read a while ago “Engagement is about what you
can do for the kids/students. Empowerment is about helping students figure out what they
can do for themselves”
As parents and teachers we walk a fine line between support and “keeping them on the
straight and narrow” and giving students the breathing space to make their own mistakes
and find their own path.
This triggered a thought I had about one of my favourite basketball coaches of all time, Phil
Jackson. For those who don’t know Phil Jackson, he is famous for coaching the Michael
Jordan Bulls and the Lakers to 11 total NBA championships, the most of any coach in the
NBA. His resume is incredible as a coach.
There was something that he would do that was unlike any other coach that was meant for
the longterm success of his teams. Usually, when a basketball team is facing a situation
where the momentum is shifting, and sometimes the crowd is getting rowdier or losing
interest in their own team, the majority of coaches will call a timeout to regroup their
players. I have watched basketball enough that I can tell when a timeout is about to be
taken because you can feel it in the stadium. Phil Jackson would often just let his players
stay on the court and let them try to figure out, even when the pressure was high, to get
themselves out of a bad situation. The mentality was that there might be a situation in a
playoff game that the team is either limited in timeouts or doesn’t have one at all, and the

coach won’t be able to save them. It is better for the team to learn how to figure it out on
their own while actively playing in the game.
Often, as a teacher or parent we want to jump in when our students struggle with new
learning in a situation, but what does that lead to when they are on their own? I have
talked often about working with students that were sent to the office for behavioural issues,
and I would merely ask, “Why are you here?” and then follow the answer to that with,
“What would you do if you were me?” The point of those questions was for the students to
develop the skills and mentality to be able to figure out tough situations on their own since
we know we will not always be around.
When you look at the situation with school or coaching, when we empower others, we
have to realize that what is most comfortable for us at the moment can lead to detrimental
consequences in the long term. Giving up ownership now can help our students figure out
their direction in the future. Engagement is more about today where empowerment leads to
better choices that apply both today and tomorrow. It is not always easy, but ultimately it
will be worth it.
I am looking forward to sharing your thoughts about this and many other at the Parent
Teacher Interviews. Please note the date has changed to 26th February. Please bring the
students along – it is about them after all, they should be part of the conversation.
Warmest Regards
Vanessa Leah
Head of Secondary
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