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FROM THE FIRST FLOOR
Dear ZIS Community,
Happy New Year to one and all. 2019 promises to be a rich and eventful year for our
students – I am very excited to witness all that they will accomplish in the coming months.
While we have been celebrating the arrival of the new year, our graduating class has been
very busy finalizing university applications. It is my privilege to write letters of
recommendation in support of their next steps. Universities understand very well the value
of the IB Diploma Programme and its main features, but one item I am always sure to
highlight is the Extended Essay completed by our DP graduates.
The Extended Essay, known to the students as the “EE”, is an independent, selfdirected
piece of research culminating in a 4000 word essay where a topic of special interest, often
related to the field in which the student intends to study, is investigated. University
admissions officers regard this extended writing process as a definitive indication of
preparedness for postsecondary studies.
This year’s graduating class have produced an impressive array of investigations in a
variety of subject areas. A brief sampling of their paper topics offers a glimpse at their
rigorous undertakings:
Mathematics:
The applications of the Fourier Transform in Music
Physics:
Investigating the equivalent of spring constant in plank objects
Chinese A:
In “A Woman’s Epic”, how does author Yan Geling express concealed feminism through
character construction?
Guided by a teacher supervisor, the EE further develops the capacity to analyse,
synthesize and evaluate knowledge. It is an arduous but rewarding learning experience
and is an invaluable indicator of future success in academic research at the university
level.

We wish the Class of 2019 all the best as they prepare for their final exams and anticipate
acceptances to their schools of choice.
Warm regards,

Andrew VanderMeulen
Head of School

UPCOMING EVENTS

Chinese New Year Celebration
January 26
CNY Holidays
January 28February 8
School Photos
February 28 & March 1

Happy New Year to everyone in the ZIS Community. I hope you're well and wish you and
your families a wonderful 2019!
It's been a great week back at school! There's been a happy energy at school this week,
as our classes came back from a nice three week Winter Holiday. We have also had some
new and returning students joining us this week. It's great to see our PYP student body
continue to grow throughout the year!
Over the next three weeks, much of our focus during Chinese lesson and Friday activities
sessions will be preparing for our Chinese New Year Celebration on Saturday, January
26th. This year the PYP has an all new performance planned for the event that we are
very excited about. I hope that all of our ZIS families will be able to attend the event. The
event will begin at 10 am on Saturday morning and include the Early Years and PYP
Chinese New Year Performance, plus a bunch of fun traditional activities and events for
everyone in your family. We look forward to seeing you there!
Thanks for reading and have a great weekend!
Regards,
Jordan Rose
Head of Primary & Early Years

Year 3 shows off their radish harvest.

Dear Parents and Students,

It has been a very nice welcome back after the Winter break. Mild weather and fresh faces
on rested staff and children.
We are moving towards our first full reports. Please expect these to be uploaded to
Managebac Friday after school. You can access these reports via your child's login and
password.
We will be sending home letters about the next Parent/Teacher Information session on
Monday 25th February. This is for all students from Year 7 to Year 13 and we encourage
everyone to bring the students along. It is always valuable to have a threeway conference
instead of getting things secondhand.
Please look out for this information and get in early to get the times that are the most
convenient.
Good luck to our sportspeople travelling to matches this weekend. I hope the weather
stays fine and your are fiercely competitive!
Warmest Regards
Vanessa Leah
Head of Secondary

UNIVERSITY APPLICATIONS WORKSHOP
On Monday, February 25, our parents are invited to come in for ParentTeacher
conferences. Parents and students in Year 11 and 12 are invited to a special session in
the afternoon that will focus primarily on the university application process.
We will look at:
1. Application timeline: Planning out the process is crucial and reduces stress. We

will discuss items like IELTS testing, different country requirements, BridgeU
assignments, etc.
2. Tools we use: Our Y 11 and Year 12 students will have had an introduction
to BridgeU. Parents, you are invited to sit beside your child as they complete a task
on this platform, to allow you to see just how it works and how it supports their
search. We will also look at UCAS (we are now a registered UCAS Centre) and
Common APP.
3. Value of DP: This offers you another chance to see how university admissions
officers view the IB, the importance of CAS for writing that Personal Statement or
College Essay, and the significance of EE.
4. University Placement Agreement Form: This new document outlines the
application policy at ZIS, our responsibilities, parent and student responsibilities, and
important procedures.
5. Do's and Don'ts: How can you best support your child? We will discuss options,
local and international opportunities, scholarships and how to best support each
child.
I look forward to meeting with all of you as you begin this very exciting adventure with your
child.
Sincerely,

Mirjam Berghuis
Head of Learning Services
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